
 

The South Mountain team is thrilled to accept the   
LAWRENCE WILKINSON Branch of the Year Award. 
 
Thanks to the selection committee and the Metro Board for choosing our Branch.  
Thanks to Rick and Ed for their leadership and to the Association Services team for all of their support to 
provide the foundation on which to do our work in our communities.  
Jackie, on behalf of everyone, thank you for everything you do to help us with the logistics of a very 
large staff, and a very special thank you to our Volunteer Board of Managers, led by the one and only 
Robert ‘Rob’ Harrigan. 
 
Vince Lombardi, NFL coaching legend once said “Individual commitment to a group effort--that is what 
makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”  
And this is also what makes the Metro Y, and the South Mountain YMCA work. 
 
When I joined South Mountain in June 2015, did so having known some of the Full Time Summer Camp 

Directors for many years, and with the knowledge that the summer camp team was always a force to be 

reckoned with, especially in the spirit category. In 2016 it was great to work with the summer camp 

team in the ‘off season’, working on creating a new Camp Marketing and Retention plan, delivering a 

fun, creative, varied strategy, introducing new camps and re-vamping interviews and trainings, The team 

also walked away with the second place spirit award at Day of the Camps, becoming the springboard for 

the Best Summer Ever! Ultimately we celebrated a record setting summer. Thank you Kate, Eric, Dave, 

Jenn Gail, Tommy, Anjole and your inspiring camp crews for ‘making it work’ in 2016  

Once I got my heels dug in at the Branch, it became very clear, very quickly, that this spirit, energy and 
dedication to quality  was branch wide.   
 
Our Early Childhood Learning Center leaders and teachers are adored by the children and families they 
serve. They provide a quality of love and care that is hard to measure. The stories from parents about 
the impact the center has had in their families lives can be heard from every corner of our community. 
 
Thank you Krys, Jenn, Marie and Dani and the entire ECLC team for ‘making it work’ in 2016  
 
Our SACC program provided vital out of school care and enrichment to a branch record 870 children.   
Over 80 staff ensured that during the times before and after school, children had opportunities to 
achieve, develop meaningful relationships, and feel a sense of belonging. The team also said farewell to 
our friend and mentor Adrienne Mtume, who after 10 years of service to the after school program, 
began her well-deserved retirement.  
 
Thank you to Adrienne, Tommy, Anjole, Nicole and the entire SACC team for ‘making it work’ in 
2016…..and a huge welcome to Leah, the new member of our SACC family.  
 
 
 
 



A very special thank you to our Welcome Center team that expertly handled the flow of an $8 million 
business while providing top customer service to every single member.  
Gladiz, Brianna and Catherine, you have no idea, you are our foundation.  
Thank You for making it work in 2016 
Jessica, your stay was short, but it was sweet and incredibly effective, leaving us in great shape, and we 
congratulate you on your move to the Association team in 2017.  
Welcome to Lisa, the new member of our Welcome Center team 
  
Our Facilities Director Ken ensured Capital projects were completed along with contributions of ken-
Made Marble Mazes and Lego Tables for our ‘traveling programs’ all while coordinating the complicated 
and long awaited generator installation project. The Y can now serve as a crucial resource to our 
neighbors in emergency situations. Thank You Ken for making it work in 2016 
 
Beyond Camp, the ECLC and SACC, our Sports, Arts and Enrichment programs were shining examples of 
innovation, the iconic Memorial Day Duck Race was not a ‘wash out’ despite the weather, and our staff 
engaged and collaborated with community partners at a whole new level.   
 
I accept this award on behalf of EVERY staff member and volunteer at South Mountain, thank you ALL 
for making it work in 2016. 
 
Helen Keller said “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much."  

And in 2016, together………we DID! 

And that is why, 2016 was the YEAR OF THE DUCK! 

 
 




